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Move Towards Canonization►   

The weekend of Dec. 16-18, 

2016, was the culmination of the 

Guild’s initial efforts to move 

Julia closer towards sainthood.
 

   The long awaited opening of her official 

cause began with the arrival from Rome of 

Br. Reginald Cruz CFX, who served as 

master of ceremonies for the First Session of 

the Diocesan Inquiry of the Life, Reputation 

for Holiness and Intercessory Power of the 

Servant of God. 

   Br. Cruz was authorized by the Roman 

Postulator, Dr. Waldery Hilgeman to 

represent him at these ceremonies. 

   Brother met with the cause’s  

historical, exhumation and financial 

committees on the 16th and the Julia 

Greeley Guild on the 17th to discuss how 

these groups would need to operate. 

   The opening ceremonies began at the 8:30 

Mass for the Third Sunday of Advent at the 

Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate 

Conception.  

    Archbishop Samuel Aquila presided at a 

Mass appropriately concelebrated* by three 

Jesuits (Timothy McMahon, William 

Oulvey, & John Nugent) and three Capuchin 

Franciscans (John Lager, Vittorio Boria & 

Blaine Burkey) and three secular priests 

(Ronald Cattany, Giovanni Capucci, & 

Simon Kalonga). 
 

*Julia was buried by her Jesuit friends in 

the habit of the secular Franciscans. 

 

    During the Mass, the First Session was 

held of the Diocesan Inquiry for the Cause. 

    After the invocation of the Holy Spirit, 

Mrs. Mary Leisring, guild president, read a 

biography of the Servant of God. 

    This was followed by the presentation of 

the credentials of the postulators, the reading 

and presentation of the petition of the 

postulators, and the reading of the Vatican’s 

nihil obstat and U.S. Catholic bishops’ 



 

 

placet, and finally the solemn acceptance by 

Archbishop of the petition of the postulator. 

  Then several officials of the cause, 

including those from the metropolitan 

tribunal, swore to diligently and faithfully 

fulfill the duties of their office. These 

included Archbishop Aquila, petitioner of 

the cause; Mr. David Uebbing, vice 

postulator; Fr. Giovanni Capucci, delegate 

of the archbishop; Fr. Vincent Phung, 

defender of justice; Dr. Steven J. Hancock, 

notary; and Ms. Lucinda Marques, vice 

notary. 

     The cathedral was filled close to capacity 

for the event, and guild representatives 

distributing some 800 Julia Greeley prayer 

cards at the doors, ran out prematurely. 

 

Other Officials Named ► 

In addition to the officials 

mentioned above, a number of 

other people have been sworn 

into the various other positions. 

   Mr. David Uebbing, 

archdiocesan chancellor and 

local vice postulator of the cause, 

will be assisted by three other 

groups: 

   Historical Committee: Br. 

Reginald Cruz, chair; Ms. Karyl 

Klein, archdiocesan archivist; 

Mr. Kevin Knight, guild 

secretary; Dr. Barbara Wilcots, 

Denver University assistant 

provost. 

   Exhumation Committee: Mr. 

Gary Schaaf, archdiocesan 

mortuary director, chair; Dr. 

Christine Pink, forensics 

pathologist; Mrs. Mary Leisring, 

guild president; and three ex 

officio members: Archbishop 

Samuel Aquila, petitioner; Dr. 

Waldery Hilgeman, postulator; 

and Mr. David Uebbing, vice-

postulator. 

   Financial Commission: Mr. 

Timothy Todd, archdiocesan 

      corporate controller, chair; 

      Mrs. Mary Leisring, guild 

This edict, issued on Nov. 30, 2016, invited the faithful of the Denver 
archdiocese to participate in the "diocesan inquiry into the life, virtues, 
reputation of holiness and intercessory power of the Servant of God Julia 
Greeley,” which would be beginning Dec. 18. 



 

 

 

president; Mrs.Linda Chase,guild treasurer. 

 

Julia’s Body Examined ► Julia 

Greeley’s body has rested at Mt. Olivet 

Cemetery since her death in 1918. Sometime 

this Spring, the body will be exhumed and 

identified as part of the official cause. The 

event will give scientists an opportunity to 

determine more accurately her age at death 

and the cause thereof. The Roman 

postulator, Dr. Hilgeman, is expected to be 

present for the exhumation. After proper 

identification, Julia’s body will in all 

likelihood be placed somewhere more 

readily accessible to those devoted to her, 

possibly in the Cathedral Basilica of the 

Immaculate Conception on Colfax Street.      

 

Vast Roman Experience ► 

Dr. Waldery Hilgeman’s Roman firm, 

Missio Pastoralis, represents sainthood 

causes of nearly 200 saintly souls before the 

Holy See, including St. Marianne Cope of 

Hawaii; Blessed Devasahayam Pillar of 

Kottar, India; Blessed Maria Drosde zu 

Vischerung of Muenster, Germany; and the 

Servants of God President Julius Nyerere of 

Tanzania; Chiara Lubich, foundress of the 

Focolare movement; Sr. Mary Lange, 

foundress of the Sisters of Providence of 

Baltimore; and the 86 martyrs of Florida and 

Georgia. 

   A native of Holland and 

Knight of the Holy 

Sepulcher, Hilgeman holds 

doctorates in both canon 

and civil law from the 

Pontifical Lateran 

University, in jurisprudence 

from the Pontifical 

Gregorian University, and a 

diploma from the Studium 

of the Congregation of 

Causes of Saints.  

   He received his philosophical and 

theological formation at the Pontifical 

Antonianum University and the Focolare 

International Centre for Studies and Social 

Experiences in Loppiano near Florence. 

   Hilgeman is also an appeals judge at the 

interdiocesan tribunal of Utrecht and an 

assistant lecturer at the Lateran University. 

  

Cruz’s Background  Extensive ►  

Born in Philippines, Br. Reginald Cruz 

earned a master's degree in Religious 

Studies from Maryhill School of Theology 

in Quezon City and a doctorate in History 

from the University of the Philippines in 

Manila. After a few years with the 

Dominican Order, he migrated to Boston 

where he 

became an 

American 

citizen and 

joined the 

Xaverian 

Brothers. 

   As a 

Xaverian he 

has served both 

in the Roman 

general 

headquarters and as an assistant regional 

superior of their missionaries in Africa. 

   Bro. Cruz particularly specializes in the 

history of consecrated life and the theology 

of charisms. While stationed in Rome he and 

a number of other scholars began the world-

famous Hagiography Circle 

(http://newsaints.faithweb.com), a 

comprehensive world-class web site 

cataloging the thousands of sainthood causes 

opened worldwide since the late 1700s. 

Brother is general coordinator of the Circle. 

   Brother has taught courses in church 

history, theology, patrology and spirituality 

in Asia, North America, Europe and Africa. 

He is professor of church history at the 

School of Theology and the Institute of 

http://newsaints.faithweb.com/


 

 

Spirituality and Religious Formation at 

Tangaza University College in Nairobi, 

Kenya.  

   In Africa, Brother became involved in a 

number of causes of saints in various 

African countries, which led to his 

becoming associated with Dr.Hilgeman’s 

Missio Pastoralis. 

 

Julia’s Fame Now Blossoming ► 

With the official opening of the Cause. 

Julia’s fame is all over the web and 

elsewhere. Following are a few examples 

noticed soon afterwards. [֍=particularly 

good] 

●Article by Hong Thuy (in Vietnamese) 

based on earlier CNA release, on Vatican 

Radio Sept. 7, 2016. 

●News release by Catholic News Agency, 

Dec. 18, 2016. 

●Article by Bruce Finley in Denver Post, 

Dec. 19, 2016. 

●Article by Roxanne King in the National 

Catholic Register, Dec. 20, 2016. ֍ 

●Article by Aaron Lambert (in Spanish) in 

El Pueblo Católico, Dec. 2016. 

●Article by Keri Blakely in Daily Mail 

(London), Dec, 18, 2016. 

●Article by Alex Williams on Premier 

Christian Radio (London), Dec. 22, 2016. 

●Article by Associated Press in South 

Florida Times, Dec 22, 2016. 

●Half hour pod discussion by Tom Riello 

and Todd Silvester about Julia on 

Archangelradio, Archdiocese of Mobile AL, 

Dec. 23, 2016. ֍ 

●Article by William Kergroach (in French) 

on Media-Presse.Info (Saint Martin 

Bellevue, France), Dec. 27, 2016. 

●Article in Herald-Whig (Hannibal MO), 

Dec. 31, 2016. 

●Article by Minh Nhật (in Vietnamese), 

29.01.2016.   

●Letter on Julia to parishioners of Nativity 

parish, Broomfield by Fr. Accursio Ciaccio, 

Jan. 1, 2017. 

●Article by Jay Nies in Catholic Missourian 

(Jefferson City diocese), Jan. 20, 2017. ֍ 

●Article (in Spanish) in Religion en 

Libertad (Madrid), Jan. 23, 2017. 

●Roxanne King’s article from National 

Catholic Register in Aleteia (Paris), Jan. 25, 

2017. 

●Order received from Susan Wroble for a 

book to be used in her writing an article on 

Julia for the Colorado Encyclopedia, Feb. 6, 

2017. 

 

Save the Date: June 2, 2017 ► 

Bishop Jorge Rodriguez has agreed to be 

main celebrant for the annual Mass, which 

this year commemorates the 99th 

anniversary Julia’s death on June 7, 1918. 

The Mass at Sacred Heart Church at 28th 

and Larimer streets will be on Friday June 2 

at 7 p.m. 

 

Julia ‘Woman of Amer. History’ ► 
In a meeting at the Golden municipal court 

room on Feb. 4, The Mt. Lookout Chapter of 

the National Society of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution presented guild 

president Mary Leisring 

a medal and certificate 

honoring “Julia Greeley, 

Denver’s Angel of 

Charity” as a Woman in 

American History. Fr. 

Blaine gave a well-

received short 

presentation on Julia to 

about 25 DAR.  

 

Julia Endorsed by Martin Sheen ► 

When Virginia Haddad, niece of the girl on 

Julia’s lap, came to Denver last February to 

participate in the Julia Greeley bus 

pilgrimage, she mentioned she had written 

Martin Sheen suggesting that he do a movie 

on Julia. She said Sheen had answered her, 

and we suggested that she send us a copy of 

his letter. What a pleasant surprise when 



 

 

recent word from Virginia began, “Here’s a 

belated Christmas gift for the Julia Greeley 

archives.”  Not a copy of Sheen’s letter, but 

the letter itself.   

                                              

May 14, 2013 

 

Dear Mrs. Haddad, 

   Many sincere thanks for 

your lovely letter of May 8 

with the book: “In Secret 

Service of the Sacred 

Heart” just received and 

kindly pardon my brief reply.  While the 

story of this holy woman, Julia Greeley, 

would certainly make a wonderful and 

inspiring film, I’m afraid I am not able to 

pursue such a movie since “The Way” was 

so costly and we are far from recovering our 

investment. Mind you, it had a powerful 

effect on those who saw it, like yourself, 

however not enough people saw it to earn 

any profit. 

   I have looked thru the book and indeed 

this woman is deserving of sainthood. Thank 

you again for thinking of me and my son, 

Emilio. Take <care> and God bless. 

                                Sincerely, Martin Sheen 

 

 Special Guild Friend Died at 93 ► 

The Guild was recently saddened by 

the death of Mrs. Wilmetta Ann Roth 

of Lakewood. She and her family have 

long been Friends of the Julia Greeley 

Guild. Since 2012, Ann has provided 

storage for our books in her home; her 

daughter Sue Roth Allen   markets the 

book to religious goods stores, and her 

other daughter Linda Sarmo asked her 

husband to paint the lovely Lil’ Red 

Wagon for our logo. May Ann rest in 

peace. 

  

A Much Needed Correction ► 

The vast majority of accounts of Julia 

Greeley’s life, including In Secret Service of 

the Sacred Heart, have repeated the thought 

that Julia was freed from slavery in 1863 by 

the Emancipation Proclamation. Not so, 

however. Lincoln’s Proclamation exempted 

the border slave states, and it was only late 

in the War--on Jan. 11, 1865--that an act of 

the Missouri state convention, by a vote of 

60-4, freed the slaves there. 

 
Calendar of Julie’s Cause ► 

These are the important recent events leading up 

to the Official Opening: 

 

Aug. 4, 2016 – The Archbishop hired Dr. 

Waldery Hilgeman, J.U.D., to be Roman 

Postulator for the Cause. 

Aug. 6, 2016 – Archbishop Samuel Aquila asked 

the Congregation for the Causes of 

Saints for the decree nihil obstat 

(nothing stands in the way) for opening 

Julia’s Cause. Julia is thereby entitled 

to be called Servant of God. 

Oct. 22, 2016 – The Congregation of Causes of 

Saints published its decree nihil obstat. 

Nov. 14, 2016 – The U.S.C.C.B. endorsed 

Archbishop Aquila’s decision to open 

the Cause. 

Nov. 30, 2016 – Archbishop Aquila issued an 

edict asking participation in the Cause 

which he was about to open.  

Dec. 18, 2016 – Archbishop Aquila officially 

open the Cause at Immaculate 

Conception Cathedral Basilica during 

the 8:30 Mass 

Feb. 21, 2017 –  Second Session of the Tribunal   

 

Coming Meetings     All Guild Members 

and other Friends of Julia are invited to our 

planning meetings at the Curé  d’Ars pastoral 

center, 4701 Martin Luther King Blvd. The 

Guild meets every third Thursday of the month, 

at 10:30 a.m. Next meetings: Mar. 16, Apr. 20, 

May 18. Any last minute changes will be listed 

on the Guild’s web site: www.juliagreeley.org. 

 

From the January Meeting ► 

Among many other things discussed at the 

recent meeting were the need to translate our 

materials in Spanish, the need for a power-point 

http://www.juliagreeley.org/


 

 

presentation, the transcription of various 

newspaper articles, the cleanup of our contact 

lists, and the need to get our membership drive 

underway. Various volunteers are already 

working at trying to bring these things into 

reality. 

 

Memberships     Help us build our Guild 

paid membership by joining the Julia Greeley 

Guild and inviting others to join.  A 

membership application form can be printed at 

http://www.juliagreeley.org/guild.html  

 

 

Friends of Julia 
On our mailing lists – 2.22.2017 

 

480 
 

which includes 

 

Guild Members  
Dues paying – 2.22.2017 

 

33 
 

Remembering Fellow Friends ► 
We commend to Julia’s intercession the 

eternal happiness of her deceased Friends. 

Geraldine Magnie 

Hanna Nevins 

Ginger Perkins 

Wilmetta Ann Roth 

 

Put on Your Thinkin’ Cap    It is now 

only16 months till the centennial celebration of 

Julia’s death on June 7, 1918. Suggestions on 

how to celebrate this great event will be 

welcomed by the Guild officers. 

 

Information   For more on Julia and her 

fame, visit the Guild’s web site at 

http://www.juliagreeley.org. View also the 

archdiocese’s video of “Julia Greeley: Our 

Model of Mercy” at 

https://vimeo.com/151101683 

 

To Contact the Guild   

Julia Greeley Guild 

c/ Curé d’Ars Parish 

4701 Martin Luther King Blvd. 

Denver CO 80207 

    (303) 558-6685 

juliagreeleyguild@gmail.com 

 

Guild Officers  

Mary Leisring, President 

Kevin Knight, Secretary 

Linda Chase, Treasurer 

Fr. Faustinus Anyamele, Pastor 

Fr. Blaine Burkey, O.F.M.Cap., Consultant 

 

Testimonials Needed   The Guild is 

anxious to have on file reports of any favors 

people feel they have received through Julia’s 

intercession! Lest any details be forgotten, 

please submit them in writing to the Guild. 

Having these on file will one day enable 

archdiocesan authorities to know there is a real 

interest in her cause. 

    

Wagoneers  Fr. Blaine Burkey, pro-tem 

editor; Kate Springs, apprentice editor; Mary 

Leisring, president & circulation manager. 

 
 

 

Appendix 1 
 

 

The one-page official biography which Mrs. 

Mary Leisring was supposed to read at the 

Dec. 18 ceremonies was missing on the 

podium, and someone handed her a 14-page 

version which she started to read but 

eventually very skillfully cut short. The text 

which was meant for the occasion follows: 

 

Biography for the 

Servant of God Julia Greeley 
 
Julia Greeley, Denver’s Angel of Charity, was 

born into slavery, near Hannibal, Missouri, 

http://www.juliagreeley.org/guild.html
http://www.juliagreeley.org/
mailto:juliagreeleyguild@gmail.com


 

 

sometime between 1833 and 1848. While she 

was still a young child, a cruel slave master, in 

the course of beating her mother, caught Julia’s 

right eye with his whip and destroyed it. 

   Freed by Lincoln’s Emancipation 

Proclamation in 1863, Julia subsequently earned 

her keep by cooking and keeping house for 

families in Missouri, Colorado, Wyoming and 

New Mexico—though mostly in the Denver  

area. Whatever she did not need for herself, Julia 

spent assisting poor families in her 

neighborhood. When her own resources were 

inadequate, she begged for food, fuel and 

clothing for the needy. One writer later called 

her a “one-person St. Vincent de Paul Society.”  

   Sr. M. Irene Lally described Julia’s charitable 

acts in this way: “She went out on the street with 

gunny sacks filled with wood, coal, clothes and 

food and medicine and would make her rounds 

to the desperately poor for whom no one else 

provided. She took care of and administered 

what supplies she could beg for them. Policemen 

and firemen would give donations to her and 

recommend her wherever she went because she 

was taking care of the forgotten poor.” 

   To avoid embarrassing the people she helped, 

Julia did most of her charitable work under 

cover of night, walking through dark alleys. 

   Julia entered the Catholic Church at Sacred 

Heart Parish in Denver in 1880, and was an 

outstanding supporter of all that the parish had 

to offer. The Jesuits who ran the parish 

considered her the most enthusiastic promoter of 

devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus they had 

ever seen. Every month she traveled on foot to 

every fire station in Denver and delivered 

literature of the Sacred Heart League to the 

firemen, Catholics and non-Catholics alike. 

   A daily communicant, Julia had a rich 

devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and the 

Blessed Virgin and continued her prayers while 

working and moving about. She joined the 

Secular Franciscan Order in 1901 and was active 

in it until her death in 1918. 

   Since she lived in a boarding house, Julia’s 

body was laid out in church. Over the course of 

the next 4-5 hours, hundreds of people filed pass 

her coffin to express their gratitude for a woman 

who was known for her charity, her love for 

children and her selflessness. Julia was 

buried in Mt. Olivet Cemetery and to this 

day many people seek her intercession and 

looked to her as an example of holiness. 

 

 

Appendix 2 
 

 

Fr. Faustinus Our New Pastor ►  
Fr. Faustinus Uchenna Anyamele was born in 

Lagos, Nigeria (West Africa), in the ethnic Igbo 

tribe, the first child out of five boys, and one 

girl. His father died when he was young, and his 

uncle a Catholic priest helped raise him. -- He 

studied six years in two minor seminaries, 

earning a high school diploma and a diploma in 

Latin. -- After a year of pastoral experience he 

entered the Claretian Institute of Philosophy, 

studying for the Schoenstatt Fathers, a 

Congregation based in 

Koblenz, Germany. -- In 

1998, he graduated with a 

bachelor's degree in 

philosophy from the 

Pontifical Urban University 

Rome, Italy. -- In 1999 he 

was admitted into a two 

years novitiate program, a pedagogical 

formation on the canon laws of the Church, the 

documents and constitution of the Church. -- In 

2001 he started theological studies at the Lateran 

Pontifical University in Rome, Italy. While in 

Rome, he worked part-time at the Vatican 

museum and at Saint Peter's Basilica in Rome as 

a tour guide. -- In 2003 he continued his 

theological studies at Saint John Vianney 

Theological Seminary for the Archdiocese of 

Denver. He earned a bachelor’s in theology and 

a master’s in divinity and was ordained a priest 

on May 13, 2006.  -- Since then: Parochial 

Vicar, Our Lady of Fatima, Lakewood 2006-07; 

Queen of Peace Parish, Aurora 2007-09; Good 

Shepherd, Denver 2010-13, and St. Mary’s, 

Greeley 2013-17. -- Father published a 208-page 

book on absentee fatherhood in 2014 entitled 

“The Father They Wished to Have: the True 

Goal of Human Fatherhood and its 

Consummation.” Welcome Fr. Faustinus! The 



 

 

Julia Greeley Guild looks forward to your 

guidance. 


